Paget's disease of bone.
Paget's disease is a relatively common bone disease. This review aims to present reasonable treatment recommendations with enough background to understand them. To accomplish this end, some aspects of basic bone cell biology, biochemistry, and pathology are presented, as are speculations about possible causes of this disease. Treatment of Paget's disease will be considered in three sections. The first two sections will review treatment with calcitonin and diphosphonates, respectively. These sections briefly will consider the mechanism of action of the drugs, review in detail clinical studies of drug effectiveness, and summarize the advantages and disadvantages of each drug. The third section details specific treatment recommendations for each of the six clinical settings in which treatment of Paget's disease is justified.